The George B. Carter
Serteens Club of Hawaii

2735-A Henry Street, Honolulu, Hawaii  96817-1142
Tel.:  (808) 228-7057

Dear Serteen Parent:

RE
:  Mauna Kea Summit Hike, KMC Educational Encampment


On behalf of the Serteens Club of Hawaii, we express our appreciation for your decision to send your child to the 37th Annual Serteens Educational Encampment at KMC.  Your child will attend informative seminars and participate in various activities that will educate, enrich and provide valuable life skills.  We hope that your child will cherish their KMC experiences and apply the skills they will learn during their stay on the Big Island from February 17th to February 21st , 2012.  

One of the events during the encampment is the Mauna Kea Hike.  The goal of this event is to hike up the last two miles of paved road to the summit of Mauna Kea, where the University of Hawaii has several observatories.  This hike is physically challenging.  Aside from the experience of walking above the clouds, the purpose of this excursion is to symbolize the upward journey your child will undertake to successfully achieve goals in his or her life.  Your child will have the opportunity to “climb the tallest mountain” and “make it to the top of the world.”  

The Serteens Club of Hawaii has been hiking to the summit of Mauna Kea for the past 36 years.  As the adult Sertoma volunteers for the club, we have been advised that children under the age of 12 should not make the journey to the summit because the oxygen level of the air is 60% of that of sea level.  The high altitude environment of Mauna Kea poses certain risks.  It can be quite cold, and warm clothing is required. The effects of the altitude may cause some individuals to suffer altitude sickness, characterized by nausea and headache.  Symptoms can be more severe depending on the individual.  Our tour operator specializes in Mauna Kea excursions and will have four-wheel drive vehicles traveling the length of the hike. They will have oxygen bottles on board if anyone experiences altitude sickness.  Any child showing signs of altitude sickness will be provided oxygen and will be taken to a lower altitude.  The hike will only take place in good weather.  We plan to have at least seven adult Sertoma volunteers and at least three tour company employees present to ensure all reasonable safety precautions are taken to minimize the risk of illness or injury during the excursion.  
Thousands of Serteens have hiked to the summit of Mauna Kea over the decades, and we wish to share this wonderful experience with your Serteen in a safe and enjoyable manner.  Please review the enclosed Mauna Kea Hike permission form.  Should you permit your child to participate in the hike, please sign where indicated and have your child return the form with payment for KMC no later than the January General Meeting.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Dan or Kristl Patterson at 228-7057 or e-mail at advisors@serteenshawaii.org .  Mahalo!
Sincerely,
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Daniel J. Patterson

Advisor, Serteens Club of Hawaii
